1119/1 BAHASA INGGERIS 1

FORMAT OF THE QUESTION PAPER

This paper consisted of two sections - Section A and Section B. Candidates were
required to answer questions in both sections.

Candidates are given 1 hour 45 minutes to answer both questions.

SECTION A (QUESTION 1) : DIRECTED WRITING

The candidate was required to write a responses to a task in clear and accurate
Standard English, using a style and tone appropriate to the task. For SPM 2008,
the task required the candidates to write an article about a friend who had been
chosen as the best group leader at a leadership camp. Based on the notes in the
rubric, candidates were expected to provide details of the friend, reasons why
he/she was chosen and also the awards received. Candidates also had to give
two other reasons of their own.

SECTION B (QUESTION 2) - CONTINUOUS WRITING

This section tested the writing skills. It tested the candidate's ability to produce a
piece of continuous prose in accurate Standard English. It also tested the
candidate's ability to respond relevantly and creatively to a task chosen from a
number of alternatives. The candidate had to choose one of the 5 titles to write a
composition of about 350 words in length..

GENERAL PERFORMANCE

On the whole, candidates did not fare as well in this paper as in Paper 2. A big
proportion scored below the median while not many belonged to the top range.
This showed that the majority of the candidates had yet to master the writing
skills in English. However, candidates who did not attempt the paper (a sizeable
number) left no evidence for the examiner to base their judgment on.

GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES ACCORDING TO THEIR
GROUPS

High performance candidates displayed very good linguistic ability and were
able to address the task accurately and clearly. Few grammatical mistakes were
made and a flair for the language was shown. Vocabulary was precise and
varied. Varied sentence types and structures were employed to achieve intended
effect. The writing was coherent with appropriate use of punctuation and
paragraphing. An appropriate tone was also employed.
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Candidates with average performance understood the task before them but
lacked the linguistic ability to write effectively. They were unable to sustain
accuracy throughout. Vocabulary was limited and sentence structures repetitive.
Answers generally displayed a lack of organization and coherence.

Low achieves candidates lacked the language competence and gave Sections
A and B the minimal treatment. There was a high density of serious errors which
caused blurring in meaning and in some places, meaning was hardly
comprehensible. In extreme cases, candidates merely copied the rubric or did not
attempt the question. However, Section A did offer some opportunity for the
candidates to answer because some guidance/ points/ key words were provided.

DETAILED PERFORMANCE
SECTION A : DIRECTED WRITING

The candidates were required to write a responses to a task in clear and
accurate Standard English, using a style and tone appropriate to the task. For
SPM 2008, the task required them to write an article about a friend who had been
chosen as the best group leader at a leadership camp. Based on the notes in the
rubric, candidates were expected to provide details of the friend, reasons why
he/she was chosen and also the awards received. They also had to give two
other reasons of their own. The candidates were advised to spend 45 minutes on
this section. (15 for Content and 20 for Language)

Performance of candidates in Section A and mistakes made

General performance of candidates was analyzed based on three ability
groups:good, average and weak.

Group (a) : Good

Candidates in this group fulfilled the assessment objectives. The correct format
was used. Candidates wrote in clear, accurate standard English with a wide
vocabulary. They were competent in paragraphing, spelling, punctuation, and
were able to use cohesive and logical devices to link sentences. Ideas were well-
developed and the responses had appropriate tone and style.
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Below is an excerpt taken from a candidate’s article which reflect the above
description.
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Group (b) : Average

The candidates in this group did comprehend the rubric and showed
understanding of the requirements of the task. Responses showed competence
in the language. The correct format was used but the writing lacked accuracy.
Ideas were adequately developed but were at times disorganized. Sentence
structures lacked variety resulting in an uninteresting essay. Most of the errors
were single word errors that could easily be corrected without having to
restructure the whole sentence.

Below are examples of candidates’ responses which fall into this category.

Example 1

&L@ was Chosen as Jr(ﬁ% \OE’S* Qiodp @Od@fr/ b@ﬂ:ﬂ |
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Jtoup @M?l%\q Qe ook ol Hue responsible if anyfle
mbo@m fo o ot ber fearn tetgers " .

Example 2
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|
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Group (c) : Weak

For candidates of this group, format might be completely missing or incorrect.
Responses was not organized. There was hardly any accurate sentence. ldeas
were less developed or undeveloped or lifted without proper context. Some
resorted to stringing or using of words which showed little or no understanding.
However, some marks could still be awarded for content. Meaning was often
blurred. There were serious and persistent errors in tenses, word choice and
sentence structures. In very weak candidates, there was a predominant use of
Bahasa Melayu and interference from mother tongue. Some merely copied the
questions.

These can be seen in the examples below.

Example 1

_— R T

{f Wary v2aSon We wWas chotan MUk bl YUQOH‘H\AC

fov any people @ PovoWing s Comp H2 also mush Cawving
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JCO—O\aQJqJ;Ne ar e WP

Example 2

]
1
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d
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Certfecte o achtevement school”
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Weaknesses

Weaknesses in the candidates’ responses could be classified under the following
headings:

1. Inappropriate format
Inability to provide the required ending:

Ok e Ycage v~ S A e 5 Yocurixulum eSulx (S Very

=
LY

apod Ay ey ASip¥in Stydeny -

wri Yeres btj

( £

Ramos Exiend

Signing off using a letter-format.eg. Yours sincerely, Yours truly, Yours faithfully
etc.

The title is mentioned in the body.

™ avticle \S my ?v's‘?.nd do \ncwﬂ‘ Qesk Group Leoder .

r
|

_Jrfl{ namt 75 Amivdl and Wit age 293 veors old - The Pom'\\\j

J}\pdc\&g\vo\mo\ Anidl TS vary vice ,rich and vy suitap\e . Fer

;lQotd'Uf'mp Camp School attended the oot roUp

Written as a dialogue.

T = i : 1 want 1‘—3 Im%@(\/u@w Y(jz,{,_ ( an 7
H@ s yég[[cln. LO[AIUL j()u LA.'JL%\/\"}'i o QS')C}V\j )
1 : Whatis Your name asndl oge and [/amrb L‘ackjr&»w{’?
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2. Errors of transposition:
Eg: He also can care for others.
His name fatheris .....
He very love his friends. (He loves his friends very much)

3. Subject-verb agreement/concord
Eg: He live at Kampung Teloi
This camp have organized by my teacher.
She have three sisters.

4. Incorrect use of prepositions or omission of prepositions
Eg: [ am of charge on our school magazine
She age twelve since 20 November 1989.
She was chosen by Best Group Leader.
She always takes good care fo her friends.

5. Errors in punctuation
Eqg. His fathers name is Mohd. Hairi.
he attended the camp with me.
I also go for the camp with fahmi
I was with_he go into the jungle. then we see a snake.

6. Wrong pronoun
Eg:. Md. Helmi bin Samad has two brothers, her first brother...
Kamaruddin has two siblings, him go to school with he brother,
Sharul.
Razif is a responsible boy. She was awarded the Best Camp
Leader.

7. Misspelling
Eg: bisnesman, acheivement, sucessful, friends, disappointment, fell
(feef), feeld(field), principle (principal)

8. Colloquialism
Eg: guy, wanna, donno, ain’t, gonna

9. Verb Forms/Tenses
Eg: Last week, the school had organized a camp.
He can even walked for ten miles
My friend was choose as the Best Group Leader.
After marching, we have to stooded under the sun.
Yesterday, it is rain very heavily. He was borned with five siblings

10.Singular - Plural
Eg: He was borned with five sibling.
He has two brother and two sister
All the group leader is going fo the camp
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CANDIDATES

1.

Read the instructions/rubric carefully before answering any question — be
sure of the task/format before writing. Read and underline the key words or
task words that is required to be performed so that you do not forget to
complete the task as you write the essay.

Use all the content points given in the rubric.

Use appropriate tone; be audience conscious.

Tick the content points you have used to ensure that all the content points
are in.

For good candidates, try to use sophisticated structure and precise
vocabulary.

For average candidates, do not write long sentences because the tendency
to make mistakes is higher.

Improve spelling — use a dictionary when necessary.

Do not take punctuation lightly. Punctuation errors can be serious errors.
Answer all the questions in the examination. Any attempt, however weak,

will merit some marks. Not attempting = '0' mark.

10. Read a lot to improve general knowledge and vocabulary

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TEACHERS

@ N o 0k

Teach candidates to identify key words or task words.

Teach candidates how to read the question and how to identify the main
content points.

Practise different genres like letter, report so that candidates are able to
use the appropriate tone and register in the essay.

Teach candidates to construct basic simple sentences.

Remind the candidates to allocate the last 3 to 5 minutes for checking.
Point out to candidates to use Standard English.

Remind the candidates to use all the content points given in the rubric.

Devote more time on grammar and sentence construction so that the
candidates will be able to write grammatically correct and varied
sentences.
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9. Train candidates to write a variety of sentence structures. Teach them how
to use the different types of structures appropriate to the tone required in
the task

10. Introduce ‘peer-editing’ in the classroom so that the candidates learn to
identify and rectify errors, thus improving their own linguistic skills.

11.  Encourage reading

SECTION B (QUESTION 2) — CONTINUOUS WRITING

This section tested the candidates’ writing skills. Its main objective was to assess
the candidates' ability to produce a piece of continuous prose in accurate
Standard English. It also tested the candidates’ ability to respond relevantly and
creatively to a task chosen from a number of alternatives. Five interesting topics
were given and each candidate had to write a composition of about 350 words on
one of the topics. The candidates were advised to spend one hour on this
section.

GENERAL PERFORMANCE

Overall, candidates did not fare well in this section. A big proportion scored below
the median while only a handful achieved the top range of marks. This clearly
showed that the majority of the candidates were still weak and had yet to master
the writing skills in English.

GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES ACCORDING TO THEIR
GROUPS

Basically, the general performance of candidates was analysed based on three
ability groups :

Candidates in the high achievement group :

This group showed a marked linguistic ability and creativity. They were able to
produce a relevant and creative piece of continuous prose. They also displayed a
good flair of the language. The language used was entirely accurate and very few
errors, which were first draft slips or minor errors, were made. Sophistication,
maturity of thought, creativity and originality were clearly visible when they put
their ideas and thoughts onto paper. Vocabulary and expressions were apt,
precise, stimulating and inspiring. Paragraphs were well-planned and the topic
was addressed with consistent relevance. ldeas were well-organised, well-
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developed and coherent. Hence, the writing was able to arouse the reader’s
interest and it was sustained throughout.

Below are some examples taken from the candidates’ responses

Example 1

Thot 1S 40 30y, Pox all seven ‘Nianey e} pereirtial mistakes ¥od- T along

W e vest of Ave weld could Make with Ams veuy rOA] Arere i 0nly naif

on \ach of redempfon.

Example 2

| vealigze +hat +tus ts an rncre (1‘!1’/6 oomcunt
Cf rhefeyre but f’z,u//'j , 18 '+ hot Prue fhat man g
/)éoP le cre A’Pf”“fé/veza S at what fhe road 7o

Swucecess /’16/({78‘ f(*y £ ¢ ’7

Example 3

Abker oM\, we ose grooming He nabon’s Swhwe  leaders who

lad We nakon amidd e dwllending ceod of unwﬁﬁn\‘ﬂ.

will

Example 4

Whenever dne people 0 ouc LiNeg  continuously  encouroqe us WA

one —dimemhona)l wotds &k mo—k‘wq#{o‘hl we ouant net fo Yo\ ouy Lyes

land brush wem agide- "Reacn for Ane s’rors",*ﬁfq say- Well T say i ‘S

0bouy 41 we¢ a0 ahtad and do {ust dnat.
A4
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Example §

He tg )\:;{» hot muy PQTP€Q!‘ kugbaund -

That wag A Chobby , upper east clde , Caviar eaking lady  wue

wag ¢peaking belore *ug-

Candidates in the average achievement group :

The candidates in this group showed adequate understanding of the requirement
of the task. Development of ideas lacked creativity, depth and maturity.
Vocabulary lacked precision with a tendency to use repetitive words and
structures. This was mainly due to lack of linguistic ability to write effectively.
They were not able to sustain accuracy throughout. Linguistic errors were
sufficiently frequent and serious. The writing in this category often displayed a
lack of organization and coherence, making the composition uninteresting or
lacking in liveliness and interest value.

Some of the examples taken from the candidates’ responses are as follows :

Example 1

Frionds ar¢  vary -easy to-Found - byt o tMe
< )

Frimad  avt vavy Adffiul 0 found. We may ke @n Foun d

many  Friends  in ow  life  but e friend may he we
-7

(4, Found . one oY Hd .

Example 2

1 aave her word$ of ancurogemen’(

S NS S

but she said she dont need anyone Symohotise She said ghe i

happu with her life as long @S she ha§ her understanding friends:
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Example 3

Y
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J
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Example 4
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| 7 /Vaw,gd@g’gs( m s WJE@M/TT/ 4712@&4

(”fo pass  time- becavuge cuv  Scencs  and fd(yu[pg% }
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Example 5
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\
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l
I
|
4+

Candidates in the low achievement group :

The candidates’ responses showed minimal understanding of the requirement of
the task. They displayed poor linguistic ability. Lack of language competency
sometimes resulted in giving the topic minimal/partial treatment. Their ideas were
hardly developed. The content may be comprehensible but high incidence of
serious errors often made the meaning blur. In some cases, the word order and
sentence structures reflected mother tongue interference. As a result, the
responses were disoriented, disorganized and almost incomprehensible with
frequent extended errors which made reading the script difficult. In extreme
cases, candidates merely copied all the 5 topics or the rubric from Directed
Writing. Some did not even attempt the question at all.
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Below are some examples taken from the candidates’ responses :
Example 1

Wit
[ p'C\W\\ﬁ, Yo Lo dor 15 dood (\(\uﬁln' Whj:,[\&;\ws Nave o o}o@d
Q%qu\ﬁu) and  waie 6F %\TG“S Q\‘“"\‘j\s have o ew pagers  and foce of

rars u\wﬂs ot of evision. What sy <hare uant \¢ 90, SVIL SHacg
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Example 2

EIG\M\»-.V\’('\M& W i \cmo\ Yums | e Wast e Mmswivy  wtll

l
“\z Hml Aye ML a\’m\f\w.l '\\0?1 \N\ WL W \\:\1 g‘—\l'.atj\ kGAM\\

lewt vy awahors  buasin g buke my live b be Uwqev )
L :D h’\u’\ }\-, ook mj V{bc"'\ U\vg\ \ l\i\ﬁ\\ll_ YA v\ Ml \”G f'l\‘\ MU’}
L‘Aa\\ ) Pmr ; \ lﬂc?i 515\1\, *\\}S ' No EXMMMFGM'

Example 3

| 1 choose the Wvite avout a pesSon wWho has Wovked havd

l«}o Suceted yn le wacaule M \We a\se hag worwed haovd

lg‘\’ ?\QCQ. P\o‘ﬂ 3

Example 4

That dwa: 01 138 200008 , e i (f\aHMi ;'lp{mrﬂ\wi fogethy e
%FFFB%‘E“J 5 i/:'.“u/ - 4%1-—— Now | 1420_{ L]dIDP; Hhon /dt$7Z
J’?&l. Jagen ot o{ -quwg fum . '
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Example 6

| wer back schot] W

N\

[ was dw weong frau kw1 wallk infront J,HD lw id
S0ry al Ways rQ‘F;JSQ- % bQ foin~ %MJ '

f
|
f

STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF THE CANDIDATES

STRENGTHS

The strength of the candidates’ language can be classified under the following

headings:

1. Ability to use good vocabulary

.. we would realize that success is a miniscule 1% inspiration but a
mind-numbing 99% perspiration.

.. the sweltering heat ocppression and the famine of injustice in 1960s
America
Even inanimate object has more optimism.
She was the quintessence of beauty and charm.

.. ah incredible amount of rhetoric

2. Ability to use idioms / idiomatic expressions

raining cats and dogs

all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy
every cloud has its silver lining

study at the eleventh hour

burning the midnight oil

3. Ability to use appropriate linkers.

First and foremost, and as Helen Keller said, *Optimism is the faith
that leads to achievement’”. Yet, many of us hold back because we
fear failure.

In conclusion, there is no denying the fact that examinations are of
great importance to one’s education.

After a few years working and staying there, he had enough money
to buy a house.
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4. Ability to communicate sense clearly even though there are
errors.
o [fyou never hafe SPM certificate you cannot work at Malaysia.
e Thisis one of the way the exam good for all student.
o She only call us if we making trouble at school.

5. Ability to be creative and humorous
e This average pencil is about 7 inches in length. But it has only half
an inch of eraser at the end of it.
o A reckless romantic
o A blatant optimist

WEAKNESSES
Weak candidates were found to make errors in various aspects namely :

1. Wrong Subject-Verb Agreement
e \When [ falls down on floor no body pull me up.
e Myeyesisin alot of pain.
e She have to take care of us by herself.
e [ think that examinations is a bad thing.

2. Inappropriate use of linking words / connectors.
o Although, before my grandfather passed away he managed fto find
one of his sisters.
e On the other hand, when | have a problem, | will ask her.

3. Wrong spelling
¢ We need to change all there is about ourself.
e .... and nothing was going to seperate her from her current state
e .. hair cascading down to waste length.
e .. towards her appartment door

4. Having problems with articles
¢ \We hitched a ride from friend to Kuala Lumpur.
e However, a incident at my class this afternoon ...

e . [tried to take a plunge by ....

5. Inappropriate use of words or phrases
e Examinations are part of schooling life and the education system.
o When the sports started, | was the last who fook the last metal rod.
e Amir safe my life.
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6. Wrong use of pronouns
e One of they is called acting.
o [ started selling the biscuits during recess and eventually all my
friends liked it.
e Every man in this wotld must have their dream wife.
e There was once | tried fo take a plunge by asking her to send his
picture.

7. Inability to use prepositions accurately
e Thisis the last time I'm going to help you on girs.
e .. Farah needs my help about our English homework
e [ occupied the vacant seat opposite with Ibu.
e . furthered his studies to the United States.
e When he was short in money,
8. Wrong verb forms / tenses
e They blow each other kisses and he was gone.
e Since that day, Farhan and [ always try to get near Farah.
e So, f went to Farah and help her ...
e Even though she does not talked very much, | was able to get to

know her.
e [ rather reluctantly leave my bed and followed my very-much-
excited friend ....
9. Lexical distortion and blurring in meaning

e [f studying care full and hard work in they studing dificult and not
bad the examination.

o [fwant fo be stars, all to you have to join a talent and win and will to
be come a stars.

e [n this country have many government schools.

o [fyou study well the loan to study IPTA or IPTS wilf given.

e [orany people a single and not marriage again must care money
for good.
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SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS AND CANDIDATES:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Teach candidates to plan their work. e.g. mind mapping, brainstorming.

Incorporate different teaching strategies to teach writing especially for weak
candidates e.g. parallel writing, paragraph writing, process writing,

Cultivate the reading habit to enrich their vocabulary and improve their
command of the language

Candidates should be encouraged to write the required number of words, as
some wrote far short of the required number of words.

Organize the essay in paragraphs.

Edit the essay after completing it.

More emphasis on grammar and spelling. Have sufficient grammar practice.

Journal writing could be a good way for candidates to express their ideas
and by having more writing practice, they may not encounter writer's block.

Correctional fluidtape not encouraged as writing can be smudged or words
omitted.

Remember to indicate the question number of your answer
Listen to English songs or news
Watch English documentaries

Candidates should try to be more ambitious in terms of :
s use a variety of sentence structures.

¢ sophisticated and extended vocabulary

» interesting expressions
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